ABOUT E-BALLOTS
E-ballots will be released during the judges’ meeting. Judges will receive an email with the details regarding their round.
In order to access an assigned round, each judge should log into https://ballots.speechwire.com and if you have been assigned a first round, your ballot will be there.
Approximately 45 minutes after the start of Round 1--Round 2 ballots will be released.
Approximately 45 minutes after the start of Round 2--Round 3 ballots will be released.  Etc. for Round 4.
You can continue to adjust or add comments until the start of the awards.  You will NOT be able to adjust ranks once they are submitted.
PAPER BALLOTS
If you are choosing to utilize paper ballots, they will be distributed at the end of this meeting along with the critique sheets for your students.  Please turn paper ballots in at the end of each round outside the Tab Room.
Paper ballots and critique sheets for the next round will be distributed in the Judges’ Lounge or at the ballot table depending on the timing. 
OSDA SPEECH CATEGORY DESCRIPTIONS (from the manual)
DECLAMATION
Event Description: The speakers will recreate the thoughts and emotions of other orators. Orations may be historical or contemporary and written by professionals or students. Speakers are NOT to be judged based on the selection or its content but rather how well it is executed. Speakers are not permitted to change the gender, dates, or occasion of the original work but may include an optional introduction that provides context or clarification to the audience.
The time limit is ten (10) minutes with a 30 second grace period. Any time penalty is left to the judge’s discretion. Judges are asked to provide time signals upon a speaker’s request.
Vocal Qualities:
● The speaker used crisp enunciation, was easily heard, and spoke at an appropriate rate.
● The speaker altered rate, volume, and pitch in relation to the subject and to create interest.
● The speaker recreated and appropriately altered the tones used by the original orator.
Physical Presentation:
● The speaker maintained eye contact with audience.
● The speaker used appropriately varied gestures that were relaxed, expressive, and enhanced the content.
● The speaker was poised, confident, and presented him/herself professionally.
Interpretation:
● The speaker captured the tones, emotions and intent of the original oration.
● The speaker was emotionally involved and varied emotion as dictated by the content of the oration.
● The speaker delivered the oration in a manner that enhanced the messages of the speech.
● The speaker presented the oration in a manner that held the audience’s attention.
Professionalism:
● The speaker establishes presence with poise, confidence, and command of the performance area.
● The speaker remains attentive and courteous throughout the duration of the round.
DRAMATIC INTERPRETATION
Event Description: Dramatic Interpretation aims at re-creating the story, character(s), and emotions within a selection.
Contestants must identify the author and the source of their selection. Selections may contain one or multiple character(s). The execution of the selection is more important than the number of characters; the number of characters performed is not a judging criterion. Performances are to be memorized and presented without the use of physical objects or costumes.
The time limit is ten (10) minutes with a 30 second grace period. Any time penalty is left to the judge’s discretion. Judges are asked to provide time signals upon a speaker’s request.
Vocal Qualities
● The speaker enunciates and projects his/her voice in a manner easily heard by the audience.
● The speaker varies rate, pitch, volume, and tone in relation to the subject of the selection.
● The speaker, if employing optional accents or voices, maintains and makes them distinct from each other.
Physical Presentation
● The speaker varies gestures, facials, and body language according to the subject of the performance material.
● The speaker uses movements to clearly define character(s); they should not detract from the selection’s meaning.
Characterization
● The speaker creates character(s) that are clearly defined and consistently portrayed.
● The speaker uses both physical and vocal variation to give characters depth and dimension.
Interpretation
● The speaker presents material in a manner that is logical and enhances meaning of selection.
● The speaker varies appropriate emotions to reflect the changes in the subject matter of the selection.
● The speaker’s performance holds your interest, taking you to the time and place of the selection.
Professionalism
● The speaker establishes presence with poise, confidence, and command of the performance area.
● The speaker remains attentive and courteous throughout the duration of the round.
DUO INTERPRETATION
Event Description: Duo Interpretation aims at re-creating the story, character(s), and emotions within a selection. Selections
may be dramatic, humorous, or a combination of both. Contestants must identify the author and the source of their selection.
Each speaker may play one or multiple characters. The performance must be a balanced use of both speakers. The execution of the selection is more important than the number of characters; the number of characters performed is not a judging criterion. If the selection contains narration, either or both of the performers may present the narration in addition to the sustained characters. Introductions and transitions may be creative or simplistic; most attention should focus on execution of the actual script. Performers may not make direct eye contact or touch each other except during the introduction or transitions. Performances are to be memorized and presented without the use of physical objects or costumes.
The time limit is ten (10) minutes with a 30 second grace period. Any time penalty is left to the judge’s discretion. Judges are asked to provide time signals upon a speaker’s request.
Vocal Qualities
● The speakers enunciate and project their voices in a manner easily heard by the audience.
● The speakers vary rate, pitch, volume, and tone in relation to the subject of the selection.
● The speakers, if employing optional accents or voices, maintain and make them distinct from each other.
Physical Presentation
● The speakers vary gestures, facials, and body language according to the subject of the performance material.
● The speakers use movement to clearly define character(s); they should not detract from the selection’s meaning.
● The speakers do not make contact or look directly at each other during the performance (aside from introductions).
Characterization
● The speakers create character(s) that are clearly defined and consistently portrayed.
● The speakers use both physical and vocal variation to give characters depth and dimension.
Interpretation
● The speakers present material in a manner that is logical and enhances meaning of selection.
● The speakers vary appropriate emotions to reflect the changes in the subject matter of the selection.
● The speakers’ performance holds your interest, taking you to the time and place of the selection.
Professionalism
● The speakers establish presence with poise, confidence, and command of the performance area.
● The speakers remain attentive and courteous throughout the duration of the round.
EXTEMPORANEOUS (INTERNATIONAL AND UNITED STATES)
Event Description: Speakers have 30 minutes to prepare an answer to a current events question. Speakers will enter the room one at a time and hand their questions to the judge(s). Speakers have 7 minutes with a 30 second grace period to answer to the exact question without notes. Upon completion, speakers may leave the room or watch other competitors.
Judge(s) are required to time presentations and provide time signals to the competitors as follows:
● Hold up 2 fingers at the end of 5 minutes.
● Hold up 1 finger at the end of 6 minutes.
● Hold up half a finger at the end of 6 1⁄2 minutes.
● Hold up a fist at 7 minutes. Students have 30 seconds to finish. Overtime penalties are a judge’s discretion.
Judges should consider both delivery and content when ranking competitors. Judges should not base their decisions on
whether or not they agree with an answer but rather with how clearly the answer was formulated and delivered.
Vocal Qualities:
● The speaker used crisp enunciation, was easily heard, and spoke at an appropriate rate.
● The speaker altered rate, volume, and pitch in relation to the subject and to create interest.
● The speaker was fluent (but not necessarily flawless) in the execution of the presentation.
Physical Presentation:
● The speaker maintained eye contact with audience.
● The speaker used varied gestures that were relaxed, expressive, and enhanced the content of the speech.
● The speaker was poised, confident, and presented him/herself professionally.
Speech Content:
● The speaker answered the exact question as written on the printed slip submitted to the judge.
● The speaker presented a speech with a clear organizational pattern that was easy to follow.
● The speaker provided logical analysis supported with current sources and relevant evidence.
● The speaker cited source(s) and date(s) for all materials referenced in the construction of the question’s answer.
● The speaker employed clear, interesting, and appropriate vocabulary.
Professionalism:
● The speaker establishes presence with poise, confidence, and command of the performance area.
● The speaker remains attentive and courteous throughout the duration of the round.
HUMOROUS INTERPRETATION
Event Description: Humorous Interpretation aims at re-creating the story, character(s), and emotions within a selection. Contestants must identify the author and the source of their selection. Selections may contain one or multiple character(s). The execution of the selection is more important than the number of characters; the number of characters performed is not a judging criterion. Performances are to be memorized and presented without the use of physical objects or costumes.






The time limit is ten (10) minutes with a 30 second grace period. Any time penalty is left to the judge’s discretion. Judges are asked to provide time signals upon a speaker’s request.
Vocal Qualities
● The speaker enunciates and projects his/her voice in a manner easily heard by the audience.
● The speaker varies rate, pitch, volume, and tone in relation to the subject of the selection.
● The speaker, if employing optional accents or voices, maintains and makes them distinct from each other.
Physical Presentation
● The speaker varies gestures, facials, and body language according to the subject of the performance material.
● The speaker uses movements to clearly define character(s); they should not detract from the selection’s meaning.
Characterization
● The speaker creates character(s) that are clearly defined and consistently portrayed.
● The speaker uses both physical and vocal variation to give characters depth and dimension.
Interpretation
● The speaker presents material in a manner that is logical and enhances meaning of selection.
● The speaker varies appropriate emotions to reflect the changes in the subject matter of the selection.
● The speaker’s performance holds your interest, taking you to the time and place of the selection.
Professionalism
● The speaker establishes presence with poise, confidence, and command of the performance area.
● The speaker remains attentive and courteous throughout the duration of the round.
INFORMATIVE SPEAKING
Event Description: The speaker will write and present from memory an original composition that is designed to explain, define, describe or illustrate a particular subject. The general purpose of the speech is for the audience to gain understanding and/or knowledge of a topic. Any other purpose, such as to entertain or to convince shall be secondary. Electronics, animals and other individuals may NOT be used. Removing or adding clothing is considered costuming and is prohibited. Visual aids may not violate laws (guns, drugs, etc.) Sources of published material used as a visual aid do not have to be cited orally.
The time limit is ten (10) minutes with a 30 second grace period. Any time penalty is left to the judge’s discretion.
Judges are asked to provide time signals upon a speaker’s request.
Vocal Qualities:
● The speaker used crisp enunciation, was easily heard, and spoke at an appropriate rate.
● The speaker altered rate, volume, and pitch in relation to the subject and to create interest.
Physical Presentation:
● The speaker maintained eye contact with audience.
● The speaker used appropriately varied gestures that were relaxed, expressive, and enhanced the content.
Speech Content:
● The speaker created a speech that had clear organization, in-depth content development, and credible sources.
● The speaker cited any sources or research used in the speech, including non-original or non-factual material.
● The speaker used dynamic vocabulary, sentence structure, and other rhetorical devices.
Visual Aid (OPTIONAL)
● The speaker’s choice to utilize or not to utilize a visual was effective and relevant.
● If utilized, the visual aid was visible, neat and professional.
● If utilized, the speaker effectively presented the visual aid to enhance the presentation.
Professionalism:
● The speaker establishes presence with poise, confidence, and command of the performance area.
● The speaker remains attentive and courteous throughout the duration of the round.
ORIGINAL ORATORY
Event Description: The speakers will write and present from memory original compositions that are intelligent, truthful,
and interesting. Since speakers wrote these orations, judges should consider thought, composition, and delivery in
evaluating them. Speakers have complete freedom in choosing a defined topic and a clear purpose. Speakers may employ a multitude of stylistic and analytical techniques (expository, narrative, persuasive, dramatic, etc.) in creating their orations. Judges should not base their rankings on whether or not they agree with the speakers’ opinions. Speakers must alert the audience to any nonfactual materials, especially in narrating personal experiences. Speakers must also cite the sources of any facts, statistics, quotations, or evidence that are not the speakers’ original ideas.
The time limit is ten (10) minutes with a 30 second grace period. There is no minimum time. Any time penalty is left to
the judge’s discretion. Judges are asked to provide time signals upon a speaker’s request.
Vocal Qualities:
● The speaker used crisp enunciation, was easily heard, and spoke at an appropriate rate.
● The speaker altered rate, volume, and pitch in relation to the subject and to create interest.
Physical Presentation:
● The speaker maintained eye contact with audience.
● The speaker used appropriately varied gestures that were relaxed, expressive, and enhanced the content.
● The speaker was poised, confident, and presented him/herself professionally.
Speech Content:
● The speaker created an oration that had a defined topic, clear purpose, and an interesting interpretation.
● The speaker cited any sources or research used in the speech.
● The speaker presented an organized speech that was easy to follow.
● The speaker identified all non-original or non-factual material.
● The speaker used dynamic vocabulary, sentence structure, and other rhetorical devices.
Professionalism
● The speaker establishes presence with poise, confidence, and command of the performance area.
● The speaker remains attentive and courteous throughout the duration of the round.
PROGRAM ORAL INTERPRETATION
Event Description: Speakers will attempt to re-create the thoughts, emotions, and stylistic elements of at least two of
three genres; published prose, poetry or drama (plays). Although competitors are encouraged to devote approximately
equal times to each of the genres used in the program, judges should not penalize a student if the distinction between
genres is not easily heard. A primary focus of this event should be on the development of the theme or arguments through the use of narrative, story, language, and/or characterization. Speakers have creative liberty and should exhibit strong speech mechanics and appropriate levels of emotion that fit the context of the selections. Speakers will hold and read from a manuscript and must address the manuscript throughout a performance, but introductory or transitional material may be memorized. Speakers are permitted to use the manuscript as a prop or an extension of their performances, as long as it remains in the contestant’s control at all times.
The time limit is ten (10) minutes with a 30 second grace period. Any time penalty is left to the judge’s discretion. Judges are asked to provide time signals upon a speaker’s request.
Vocal Qualities
● The speaker enunciates and projects his/her voice in a manner easily heard by the audience.
● The speaker varies rate, pitch, volume, and tone in relation to the subject of the selections.
Physical Presentation
● The speaker varies gestures, facials, and body language according to the subject of the performance material.
● The speaker uses movements that do not detract from the selection’s meaning.
● The speaker maintains a relative balance of eye contact between the manuscript and the audience.
Interpretation of Literature
● The speaker presents material in a manner that is logical and enhances the meaning of a selection.
● The speaker varies appropriate emotions to reflect the changes in the subject matter of the selection.
● The speaker illustrates an awareness of the authors’ purpose(s), voice, message(s), and stylistic uniqueness.
Professionalism
● The speaker establishes presence with poise, confidence, and command of the performance area.
● The speaker remains attentive and courteous throughout the duration of the round.
OSDA DEBATE CATEGORY DESCRIPTIONS (from the manual)
A. POLICY DEBATE
Policy Debate is formulated to train students in cross-examination debating proficiency, which includes research of the resolution, organization of materials, logical thinking and analysis, soundness of argument, use of evidence, adaptation to opponent’s case, force of rebuttal, and effectiveness of delivery. The event shall consist of teams of two (2) persons prepared to debate both sides of the resolution.

1. The Resolution for Policy Debate is determined by the National Federation of High Schools, approved by the National Speech and Debate Association (NSDA) and the OSDA and is debated for the entire year. It is a resolution that asks the affirmative team to advocate a significant change in current United States government policy.

2. The cross-examination style of debate as practiced by the NSDA shall be used in the PDQ, BQS, District and State Tournaments. Constructive speeches shall be a maximum of eight minutes in length alternating from affirmative to negative speaker. Immediately following each constructive speech, the opponent questions the speaker for three minutes. Each debater must question one opponent. Each debater then has a five-minute rebuttal, negative first. Each team shall have a maximum of six accumulative minutes of preparation time. Team members may allot this time at their own discretion. 

3. The cross-examination time belongs to the questioner. The questioner may request the witness to re-read or hand over evidence during the questioning period. Debaters who cite evidence during each round must be able to provide the evidence upon request.

B.  LINCOLN DOUGLAS DEBATE
Lincoln-Douglas Debate is formulated to train students in "one-on-one" argumentation where the debaters attempt through effective analysis, evidence, reasoning, refutation, and delivery, to convince the judge of the acceptability of their side of a proposition of value.

1. The cross-examination style of debate practiced by the NSDA shall be used in BQS, District and State Tournaments. The affirmative has six minutes for his/her constructive speech; the negative has seven minutes for his/her constructive speech. Immediately following each constructive speech, the opponent questions the speaker for three minutes. Each debater shall be allowed a total of four minutes preparation time during the course of the debate. In the rebuttal period the affirmative has four minutes, followed by six minutes for the negative, and a final three minutes for the affirmative.

2. The cross-examination time belongs to the questioner. The questioner may request the witness to re-read or hand over evidence during the questioning period. Debaters who cite evidence during each round must be able to provide the evidence upon request.
3. During a debate, no debater may receive any help from the coach or the audience, nor may s/he be prompted by anyone while speaking.
4. Lincoln-Douglas debate judging criteria:

a. Since neither side can prove a value, the decision should go to the debater who best upholds his side of the resolution through effective analysis, evidence and reasoning, refutation, and delivery.

b. Evidence: Value debating is more analytic (logical) than policy debating, which is more empirical (factual/statistical). That does not mean the Lincoln-Douglas debater does not have to utilize evidence in presenting arguments. Types of evidence utilized might include factual data, testimony, comparison and contrast, analogy, illusion, example, etc.

c. No Lincoln-Douglas debater should be allowed to carry an argument on the basis of personal values, which are not substantiated by some sort of evidence.

d. Lincoln-Douglas debaters DO NOT advocate establishing any new policy or advocate changes in existing policy. Existing or past policy may be debated in relation to the effect the policy has on the values the debater has analyzed as being implied in the resolution. Thus, if a debater has analyzed a resolution as implying the importance of freedom, s/he could argue against policy that limits freedoms. No change in policy or new policy presentation is required, however.

e. Since neither side can absolutely prove a value position, the decision should go to the debater who best upholds his/her side of the resolution by offering effective analysis, evidence, and reasoning, refutation, and delivery. A decision should never be made on the basis of the judge's personal convictions regarding the topic. Remember, the debaters have no choice about which side of the resolution they must uphold. The ballot asks: "Who did the better job of debating?"

5.   Lincoln-Douglas Debate Evidence Requests: Debaters who cite evidence during each round must be able to provide the evidence promptly upon request. The procedure is as follows:

a.) The debater making the evidence request must formally do so between speeches and must use his/her prep time to analyze the evidence provided.

b.) The debater providing evidence is entitled to find and produce it off the clock (no prep time used), within a reasonable amount of time, as determined by the judge's discretion.

c.) If the time used to produce the evidence becomes excessive as determined by the judge's discretion, the judge may announce that prep time is beginning on the debater searching for the evidence until it is produced.

d.) While the debater satisfying the evidence request is searching his/her files to find the evidence, no debater is permitted to be visibly preparing for future speeches. All writing utensils must be down, and any notes regarding the round must not be viewed during this time. (Computers should be closed and paper flows should be turned over.)

e.) When the evidence is produced, the requesting debater's prep time should begin immediately and all debaters may use this prep time as usual, consulting computers and written notes.

f.) The requesting debater should return the evidence when s/he concludes that set of prep time.

g.) If a debater becomes excessive in his/her evidence requests during a round, as determined by the judge's discretion, the judge may announce that the requesting debater's prep time will be used while their opponent searches for the evidence.

C. PUBLIC FORUM
Public Forum Debate is formulated to train students in cross-examination debating proficiency, which includes research of the resolution, organization of materials, logical thinking and analysis, soundness of argument, use of evidence, adaptation to opponent’s case, force of rebuttal, and effectiveness of delivery. The event shall consist of teams of two (2) persons prepared to debate both sides of the resolution. Mavericks shall not be allowed in BQS, District, or State tournaments.

1. The crossfire style of debate as practiced by the NSDA shall be used in BQS, District and State Tournaments. The constructive speeches shall be a maximum of four minutes in length, alternating between pro and con speeches, order to be determined by a coin toss at the beginning of the round. After each pair of constructive speeches, a three minute Crossfire shall occur between the two speakers. After all constructive speeches and Crossfires have been completed, Speakers 1 and 2 shall give three-minute Summary Speeches. At the conclusion of the summary speeches, all four debaters will remain seated and participate in a three-minute ‘Grand Crossfire’ in which all four debaters are allowed to cross-examine one another. The speaker who gave the first summary speech must ask the first question. The speakers from each team will continue to ask and answer questions. Teams should alternate asking and answering questions rather than allowing one team to dominate so that a balance between teams is achieved. 

All speakers are encouraged to participate in the Grand Crossfire. Speakers should listen respectfully to opponents’ questions and answers. Finally, Speakers 3 and 4 shall give two-minute Final Focus speeches. Each team shall be allowed a total of three minutes preparation time during the course of the debate.
2. Paraphrasing of Evidence: Paraphrasing, authoritative source versus general understanding. If paraphrasing is used in a debate, the debater will be held to the same standard of citation and accuracy as if the entire text of the evidence were read. Paraphrasing may be used to shorten or clarify one specific portion of an original source. It should not be confused with general summary of an entire book, chapter, study, etc., which may only be used for information that is widely considered to be common knowledge. Paraphrasing focuses on a single idea, while summary focuses on a general concept. For example, if a debater references a specific theory by a specific author, the debater must also be able to provide an original source as well as the specific text from the original source which is being paraphrased. If a debater were to reference social contract theory in general, that would not be an authoritative source that would require citation. However, if the debater references ‘John Locke’s Social Contract,’ evidence would need to be available.
3. Debate Evidence Requests: Debaters who cite evidence during each round must be able to provide the evidence promptly upon request. The procedure is as follows:

a.) The team making the evidence request must formally do so between speeches and must use their prep time to analyze the evidence provided.

b.) The team providing evidence is entitled to find and produce it off the clock (no prep time used), within a reasonable amount of time, as determined by the judge's discretion.

c.) If the time used to produce the evidence becomes excessive as determined by the judge's discretion, the judge may announce that prep time is beginning on the team searching for the evidence until it is produced.

d.) While the team satisfying the evidence request is searching their files to find the evidence, none of the debaters on either team are permitted to be visibly preparing for future speeches. All writing utensils must be down, and any notes regarding the round must not be viewed during this time. (Computers should be closed and paper flows should be turned over.)

e.) When the evidence is produced, the requesting team's prep time should begin immediately and all debaters may use this prep time as usual, consulting computers and written notes.

f.) The requesting team should return the evidence when they conclude that set of prep time.

g.) If a team becomes excessive in its evidence requests during a round, as determined by the judge's discretion, the judge may announce that the requesting team's prep time will be used while their opponents search for the evidence.
4. During a debate, no debater may receive any help from the coach or the audience, nor may s/he be prompted by anyone while speaking. 
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